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Continuation of the System of Divine 
Truth. 


{ This supposes, that the 
person repenting is convinc- 
ed that he has done wrong ; 
| that he has transgressed the 
law ; that he has no excuse 
to plead ; he therefore con- 
demns himself, abhors his 
conduct, and returns from sin 
with a determination to for- 
{ sake it. 


Repentance. ¢ 





REMARKS. 


Repentance is expressed in various ways 
in scripture ; by a broken and contrite 
spirit, a broken heart; repentance unto 
life ; godly sorrow for sin, &c. This frame 
or temper of mind is, in the sight of Ged, of 
great price. It is the effect of the operation 
of his own spirit, working in us “ both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure.” Re- 
pentance is unquestionably connected with 
salvation. In what does the connection 
consist ? Jt does not merit pardens it does 
not change the eternal, immoveavle counsel 
or purpose of God ; it dges not save us as.a 
meritorious good work, nor as a good dis- 
position in the soul, does it save us. How, 
then, is repentance infallibly connected with 
pardon and eternal life ? 


Ans. {t is connected as an appointment 
of God, whohas commanded it; and a 
suitable temper, without which pardon and 
heaven itself could be no blessing. With- 
out repentance men continue in sin ; there- 
fore, to be pardoned in impenitence, would 
be the same as to pardon or save in sin, 
which is no salvation at all : whereas true 
repentance is connected with eternal life, 
which is a deliverance from sin itself. 


Pardon and eternal life were sure for the | 


penitent sinner before his penitence ; but 
he never could enjoy it till he became a 
penitent. Faith enables a sinner to see 
eternal life made sure for him, by which he 
is made exceeding joyful ; repentance is a 
disposition by which a sinner is qualified to 
enjoy eternal life provided for him, bot not 





proeured by his repentence. ; 





Faith? & } Thus like the sun,the 
sees, not | > | eye sees it but does not 
procures | = 5 | make it: the sore eye is 
it, Re-| 3 - | offended atit; but the 
pentance | 3 % | strong and well eye is 
does not } = s- | pleased with it. 
procure } gs ® Light is sweet anda 
it, but = 2. | pleasant thing it is for 
qualifies | 5° | the eye to behold the 
a person | @ &, | sun. 
to enjoy | * © But before the eye was 
it. { §& Sthesun. 








Thus neither repentance nor faith make 
any alteration in God respecting our salva- 
tion, it was his determination from eternity; 
but.the alteration is wholly in ourselves ; 
by these we only see and enjoy that salva- 
tion, which though true from eternity, we 
cuuld never see nor enjoy in any other way. 


Recapitulawerwsefaukat:we have said this 
far. 


{ .The infinite source of being to all 
mankind. 

Equally the source of happiness to 
God. all mankind, and the source of all 
the qualifications necessary for that 
happiness. 


| Allis of God. 





Grace isa favor, which we 
could not claim. If we could claim 
or demand, what we call grace, 
Grace } it would bea debt due, not a fa- 
& debt. } vor bestowed. Hence if our sal- 
vation be “ of grace, then it is not 
of works, otherwise grace is no 
more grace,” and vice versa. 





{ The law requires our supreme 
love and obedience to God, and 
love to all mankind as an evi- 
dence that God is infinitely love- 
ly ; this arguas that God loves 
every creature, who is required to 
love him. Gospel is the good 
news that God’s love is such that 
he has determined our happiness 
notwithstanding oar ewn Upwor- 
} thiness. 


Law & 
Gospel. 1 
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That we may have a still more complete | source of all being, preservation, redemp. 


and easy view of the last_ recapitulation ;— 
consider particularly the following TREE. 
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It is hence evident that God, who is the 
root and source of being; is equally the 
root and source of preservation and salva- 
tion ; 

ist. Of Being. 2d. Of preservation.— 
3d. Of salvation. God the root and source 
is seen, understood and enjoyed in these 
three capital branches. Some of the more 
visible branches from these, L have exhibit- 
ed; such as understanding, will, afiections, 
under the first general branch 5 instruction 
under the 2d; freedom from all sin, free- 
dom from all misery under the 3d3 full fra- 
ition, a twig from the branch of freedom 
from all sin 3 with open vision a twig from 
the branch of freedom from misery. 

Hence it is evident; that our creation 
and preservation, our final felicity and eter- 
nal life ail spring from the same source, 
which is Goo. 

The various branches of a tree, being 
nourished by the same root and sap, pro- 


tion and blessedness, is good unto all and 
his tender mercies are over all his works. 
he purposed in himself, not to give being 
only to creatures, but to preserve them in 
his providence, to redeem them in his joye 
and save by his grace. 

This design is worthy of God; this lays 
a foundation for universal praise, for uni- 
versal love, and for that harmony and love 
among all rational creatures, which never 
could be effected in any other way. 

God is, in this scheme, the universal par: 
ent and all mankind his children: God jg 
our Sun, whose universal light and heat 
sheds his benign influences on all mankind, 
and thus in the dispensation of the fulness 
of times will gather together in one all 
things in Christ.—Eprror. 





To the Rev. D. Bancock, of Buffalo. 


EXAMINATION OF THE EpiscopaL Care. 
CHISM, &C. 
(Continued from page 132.) 

Extract, page 62. 

“ Q. Why is such Baptism necessary to 
qualify us for the Holy Communion ? 

A. Because we can have no right to com- 
municate with Christ, the Head of the 
Church, until we are admitted members of 
that his mystical body.” 

And is itso? No person, though the 
child of God, can have any right to com- 
municate with the Son of the Father, until 
after he is baptised! Suppose the person 
has never heard of such a ceremony as bap- 
tism—why he must be forever cast off from 
his Maker for not practising what he did 
not know! You told us at page 33 of this 
catechism, that none who have heard the 
gospel can obtain forgiveness of sins, except 
in the * Catholic” 1. e, your own church. 
This, then, answered to damn al! the civil- 
ized world, except the members of your 
own church, and here you cut of the whole 
numver of uncivilized people that ever ex- 
isted, from pardon, aud consequently’ hap- 
piness! Your plans, if successful, will re- 
strict the mansions of bliss to a very few 
inhabitants. ‘Taking the two passages to- 
gether, that from the 33d page, and_ this 
from the 62d, and you shut out of heaven 
every human being ever created, that does 
not, before his death, become a member of 
the Episcopal Church! Did you ever 





read, in the Bible, the story of a man who 
; went up into the ‘Temple to pray, and then 
thanked God that he was not like other 


dice the same fruit; so God the root and | men, &c.? Your 62d page called the story 























tv mind, and T recommend it as worthy of 
your attention. 

Again, same page. 

“ 4). What is the next thing necessary to 
qualify us for the Holy Communion ? 

A, it is ordained by the Church, that 
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A. That we have sincerely repented of 
all our violations of our baptismal engage- 
ments.” | 
And is this all? No necessity, then, of 
repenting of actual sins, but only of the 
“sins” of “believing in accordance with 








none be admitted to the Hely Communion, ; the dictates of common seusc, and ia vio- 
until such times as he be confirmed, or be lation of the promises made for you, unas- 


ready and desirous to be confirmed.” 


|ked, by ancther! 


it certainly is not a 


Here I know not what to think of the | matter of much surprise that the communi- 


text. You ask what is necessary to quali- 
fy us for the communion, and then, in what 
should be the answer, you go on to tell 
what is ordained by the church! What 
has your “ ordained by the church” to do 
with the question? Certainly nothing.— 
“The church” has ordained that people 
are bound to believe and do as others have 
promised they shall, but nobody believes 
it, or cares the more for the nonsense on 
that account—unless it be those who are 
scared by supeistition. Still the question 
is unanswered, and no one is the wiser for 
its having been asked. 

Agan, same page. 

“ Q. And what is the next requisite qual- 
ification ? : 

A. That every person have a competent 
knowledge of the nature of this Sacred 
Mystery.” 

Here this old story of knowing 3 mystery 
again! You can know a mystery, can 
you: Have you not an English Diction- 
ary within your reach? That book will 
tell you the meaning of mystery, which you 
appear not to know. For the sake of a 
quibble you will perhaps here shift your po- 
sition and say it is not the mystery, but the 
nature of the mystery that the pupil is re- 
quested to understand. This method of 
inultiplying words I might not have disco- 
vered without the help of “an Episcopal- 
ian” that I once heard resort to it. But it 
shall not, cannot avail anything, use it as 
often as you will, for this plain rcason—the 


ty should give vou just cause to compluin 
of “ the low state of the church” so !on» as 
“the church’ urges such dogmas Upou the 
minds of its voturies. ; 
A UNIVERSALIST, 
(To be continued. ) 





For the Gospel Advocate. 

Self righteousness and orthodewy are 
but different names for the same thing. — 
The believers in encless punishment are 
always urging their fears upon us tvat if 
all gc to heaven ‘they shall te losers by it. 
In an orthodox publication I mei this sens 
timent,a few days since, perhaps for the 
hundredth time, in the fcllowing shape: A 
universalist was relating to his son the story 
of “ the babes in the woods,” when the boy 
asked what became of the children, and was 
told they went to heaven.” The next ques- 
tion was, what became of the uacle who 
caused their death ? ‘The reply was, he went 
to heaven also ; and the child rejoined will 
he not killthem again ! ‘This marvelously 
bright thought caused the father, says the 
story, to become a methodist ! The child 
had been taught by orthodox people, if he 
said so, as they are for going to heaven 
with all their earthly prejudices and pas- 
sions. Ifthey could do this, what awful 
sceldings they would give such as they 
knew upon this earth to be universalists !— 
To a man whoknows what universalismis, 
(which the author of this story did not know) 
such stupidity may be hed in vain 





nature of a mystery is always mysterious, | 
I believe. How, then, is a man to under-! 
stand it ifit is mysterious? Dr. Johnson | 
sells us that mysterious means inaccessible 
to the understanding ; awfully obscure, dc. 
and can a man know what is inaccessible 
to the understanding ? ‘This qualification, 
then, cannot exist, as I have clearly shown; 
so that if knowledve of a mystery is ne- 
cessary to man’s salvation, we may as well 
give up our hopes at once, and content our- 
selves with some other fate. 





Again, page 63. 
“Q, And which is the last thing neces- 
sary to fit us for the Holy Communion ? 


preaca 

it will never make him a methodist any 
more than it woulda mahomedaa. As 
well might a man say he shall hoe corn by 
the day in heaven, as to say he is going 
there with his earthly nature. ‘Phat doc- 
trine, we are glad to say is no part of uni- 
versalism—-it belongs only to limitarians, 
who, like the man of old, thaak God tliey 
are not like others. G. 


THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 

It is with profound «astonishment and 
exquisite delight that we behold the rapid 
progress, which truth has made, and is new 
making in this state. We will give asim- 
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ple narration of facts to this subject that 
will cheer the humble believer and astound 
those who frequently proclaim with osten- 
tation and parade, that “ the Universalisis 
are a mere handful.” 

Abo:it eighteen years ago, there was only 
onc society in this state, exclusive of the 
society of the city of New-York, which was 
gathered and organized by the Rev. Ed- 
ward Mitchell, and which has prospered to 
a high degree under the labors of the pres- 
ent pastor. ‘There are now, probably 
more than eighty societies in this state, be- 
rides the one already mentioned in the city 
of New-York. There are also about twen- 
ty churches. A number of societies have 
been formed since the last regular commu- 
nication of the association, and will proba- 
bly be received into fellowship in June.— 
Besides the regular societies which have 
more or less preaching, there are many vil- 
Jages, towns and districts, where the doc- 
trine of the fina] happiness of all men, is oc- 
casionally proclaimed. ‘The greatest anx- 
iety to hear is evinced in almost every part 
of the country, and the Macedonian cry 
“come and help us,” is reiterated from all 
parts. And we may safely aver that there 
are thousands who believe in the glorious 
doctrine of the restitution who have not 
made a public profession of their faith, and 
are only waiting for a proper opportunity 
to make such avowal. 

At the time abovementioned, there were 
only three preachers in this state. The 
number now exceeds forty. These facts 
furnish the advocates and believers with 
the most abundant reason for gratitude to 
that God whose nature and name are love, 
and who has manifested himself thé friend 
and Saviour of all men. 

When every circumstance connected with 
this subject is properly viewed, it will be 
seen that the progress of this doctrine is al- 
miost without a parallel. It is true that oth- 
er doctrines have spread with astonishing 
rapidity, and that numbers have been rap- 
idly accumulated. But this has been pro- 
duced by very different means and under 
very different circumstances. The found- 
ers of these systems have appealed to the 
prejudices of the public, and most generally 
with success. The circumstance that the 
fundamental points of their creed have 
been nearly or quite the same with those of 
their opponents, has contributed generally 
to their ‘success. Take for example the 
Methodist : their leading doctrines agree 
with those of their opponents generally.— 
They apd their opponents belieyg in the 
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doctrines of the “ Trinity,” “ Total De. 
pravity,” and “ Endless Misery.” These 
are orthodox doctrines and whoever believes 
these, let his abstract opinions be what they 
may is accounted as orthodox as Calvin, 
Arminius or Wesly. It is therefore only 
necessary for the Methodist to inform their 
hearers that they assent to the above nam- 
ed doctrines, in order 10 meet with success, 
In truth it is enough to insist upon the com- 
fortless doctrine of endless suffering to en- 
titlea preacher to a most gracious reception, 
his, in fact, is cous\cered the main point. 
Let any person deny tis sentiment, and he 
is sure to incur the dispicasure and pointed 
censure of his opponents. 

Very different then are the circumstances 
under which the Universalists have labor- 
ed. They have had to combat prejudice, 
to contend with bigotry andthe most rank 
ignorance of their principles, to do away a 
kind of hatred and opposition which were 
calculated to hinder the progress of the sen- 
timent. Not only have they been obliged 
to meet those obstacles, but they have met 
the whole tide of popularity. Wealth, char- 
acter, age and talent have exerted their in- 
fluence againstthem. Add to these, the 
tenacity with which their opponents have 
been possessed. and our declaration is ver- 
ified. The Universalists then, have been 
obliged to convince the believers in the op- 
posite doctrines, that their opinions were 
erroneous, that their notions of God were 
inconsistent with reason and common sense, 
and that they had a better system to pre- 
sentto them. Any one that ever attempt- 
ed to convince a man that he was in an et- 
ror, need not be told that it wasa_ difficult 
task. Arguments as clear and strong as 
holy writ ; reasoning as authoritative and 
irresistible as the voice of thunder, and con- 
clusions advantageous are indispensable 
materials forthe Universalist. ‘These must 
be used with caution and wisdom. Like a 
general, he must make brave men of cow- 
arks, encourage the timid, foster and pro- 
tect the war, and make a judicious disposi- 
tion of his forces and inspire his followers 
with a courage that braves all danger, sub- 
dues all opposition, repels every inva- 
sion of his rights with modesty and kind- 
ness, and consigns without regret, to obli- 
vion, the very thoughts of popular applause. 
These are a few of the disadvantages under 
which Universalists have proclaimed theit 
doctrines. How great then has been their 
success ! 

Times are altered. The tide of public 
opinion is turning. The doctrine of the 

















final holiness and consequent happiness of 
ali men is prevailing. ‘That soul-chilling 
and God-dishonering sentiment of unending 
misery is growing daily more unpopular.— 
A happy e a dawns upon the world. The 
clergy of i @ orthodox stamp, say but little 
in theic p: taching, about the doctrine which 
has been , roclaimed for years. The rising 
generation will gaze with astonishment at 
the doctrine of endless torture, and wonder 
how their ancestors could have been so de- 
ceived, as to believe this horrid idea. In- 
quiry is abroad, common sense and reason 
are cherished, and, in conjunction with the 
divine oracles, guide men in their religious 
researches. ‘The time no doubt will soon 
arrive, when the doctrines of endless mise- 
ry willbe as unpepular as ever was the 
doctrine of a crucified Saviour. 





PRIESTCRAFT DETECTED. 
A Universalist catechising Rev. C. Hop- 
kins. 

[The answers are supplied from his Ser- 
mon 3 and remarks on his answers are in- 
cluded in brackets. | 

1. Ought we always to believe as the 
multitude, and ashamed of a doctrine rep- 
robated by the priests? Ans. To set up 
my judgment, in opposition to the great 
and learned, would display a degree of van- 
ity at which human nature ought to blush ! 
[Then sir, you should be a Pagan; and 
had you been in the days of Christ, like 
Peter vou would have denied him.] 

2. Did you never read of any who be- 
lieved the final salvation of all men? Awns. 
No, except a few individuals who sprang up 
as of yesterday. [Then sir, you are shame- 
fully ignorant of history, both sacred and 
profane: for Egyptians, Persians, Gentous, 
Greeks, Romans, Celts; all God’s holy 
prophets since the world began; Origin, 
Clement, and many of the primitive Fath- 
ers; Bps. Tillotson, Burnet, and Newton 
of your own Church; have spoken of the 
restitution of all things! See Enfield’s 
Dictionary of Philosophy, Acts iii. 21, and 
Burnet de stat. mort. ] 

3. Is God partial to the wicked in this 
world? Ans. He deals ten thousand times 
more kindly with them, than he does with 
his own children. [Now, sir, if there be 
no peace to the wicked, and if the righteous 
and wicked are both recompensed in the 
earth, Isa. xlviii. 22, and Prov. xi. 31, is it 
30t clear that you have most awfully mis- 
taken 5 and that you and others, who have 
imagined or pretended that you were right- 
cous, and complain of so hard usage ; are 
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the very wicked, whom the Lord is recom- 
pensing inthe earth? Indeed sir, the only 
scriptural opinion that can be formed of 
those pretended saints, that drag out a life 
of wretchedness here, is that they are pain- 
ted hypocrites. | 

4. Do Universalists believe their doc- 
trine? Ans. No. [Then, sir, there are 
no Universalists, and your conduct must 
appear ridiculous whilst you utter your 
Philippics against a people that, in your 
opinion, never existed, But seeing you are 
not omniscient to know their hearts, you 
ought to be ashamed ! blush! sir, O blush!] 

5. Would you commit murder and sui- 
cide if you believed Universalism? Awns. 
Yes. [Then you worship God, sir, as 
some of the eastern nations do the Devil, 
through fear of being burnt by him; for 
confessedly you neither love, ner obey him 
from higher motives.— Roch. Mag. 





From the Universal Magazine. 
JONAH’S GOURD. 

The short history of Jonah, recorded in 
the book which bears his name, is doubt- 
less “ written for our learning.” Notwith- 
standing Jonah’s anger on the account of, 
the gourd, he was a figure of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, and of his being ** preached 
unto the Gentiles, and believed on in the 
world.” Mat. xii. 39, 40. “ But be an- 
swered and said unto them, an evil and a- 
dulterons generation seeketh after a sign; 
and there shall no sign be given to it, but 
the sign of the prophet Jonas ; for as Jonas 
was three days and three nights in the 
whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth.” 

Jonah was directed to go to Nineveh,and 
say, “ yet furty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown.” After his message was de- 
livered, he waited to see what would be- 
come of the city, and in waiting, he saw a 
general reformation, which prevented the 
ruin of the people. Jonah, on secing this, 
was angry, and wished to die, rather than 
live to see the people saved. Ife urged this 
as a reason why he was unwilling to go, 
when in his own country. He said, (chap. 
iv. 2,) “ And he prayed unto the Lord, and 
said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my 
saying when I was yet in my country ?— 
Therefore I fled before thee unto Tarshish, 
for I knew that thoy art a gracious God, 
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.” 

In Jonah we see the temper of many 
whom we-call goad men, and doubtless they 
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are, though in a bad mistake, or great er- 
ror. ‘There are many good men, who for 
years, have been preaching that God will 
destroy, or sufier millions to be eternally 
miserable ; yet they know he is gracious, 
and merciful, and of great kindness, and 
though they do not really wish any to be 
miserable forever, vet they choose to have 
it so, rather than have it proved that they 
have been preaching that which will never 
come to pass. 

Jonah’s temper of mind concerning the 
gourd, represents the same order of men.— 
The Lord caused a gourd to grow up in 
the night, which Jonah thought would in 
the day time screen him from the heat of 
the sun, but, before he needed the shade of 
it,a worm ate the root, so that it withered 
and did him no good. This also made 
him so angry, that he said, “ Jt is better for 
me to die than live.” Observe, Jonah was 
angry because the people lived, and the 
gourd died. Had the people ali died, aud 
the gourd lived, Jonah would have been 
pleased, and gone home rejoicing. How 
many ministers and others, are there, who, 
when hearing that all men will be saved, 
have gone home angry, and when at home 
have heard that a few plants in the garden 


. . t 
avere destroyed, manifested the same mind ! 


How was Jonah and such men reproved 
by the Lord in the two last verses of the 


book of Jonah! “ Then said the Lord, 


thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the 
which thou hast not labored, neither mad- 
est grow; which came up in a night, and 
perished in a night ; and should not I spare 
Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more 
than six score thousand persons that cannot 
discern between their right hand and their 
left hand : and also much cattle ?” 

Let those people who are so zealous for 
saving their plants, and having millions 
miserable forever; let such consider, that 
if God loves his creatures as well as Jonah 
loved his gourd, or as much as they love 
iheir corn, grass, cattle, and children, he 
will save them with an everlasting salva- 
tion. As certainly as he saved all the Nin- 
evites, so will he save all men from sin and 
death. E. 8. 

Nantucket, April 10, 1824. 





Prom the Gospel Herald. 
THE MORALIST, NO. I. 

“ Treasures of wickedness profiteth noth- 
ing ; but righteousness delivereth from 
death.” 

How fatally are mankind misled by the 
wiles of sin! Hurried down the stream of 


: ae 7 

vice, they are precipitantly dashed agains 
ithe rock of destruction. Allured by the 
false appearances of sin, they are induced 
to plunge themselves into the vortex of dis. 
sipation. ‘ Vices’ gather by unseen de. 
grees,” until the vicious are arrested jp 
their iniquitous course, by that God who 
searcheth tie heart and chastiseth the guil- 
ty. Though we may be pursuaded to be. 
lieve that the “ treasures of wickedness” 
are worth. possessing, the voice of expeii. 
ence and wisdom, proclaims the transgress. 
or’s way hard, and the wicked destitute of 
mental peace. Why should intelligent 
mortals flatter themselves with delusiye 
hopes and false appearances ? Why should 
moral beings reach forth the hand in quest 
of that which will load them with moral op. 
pression, disease and death ? Stop, rash 
mortal, in thy mad career,though it be late, 
and learn this instructive, though unwel. 
come lesson, that the treasures of wicked. 
!ness are not worth possessing, but are cal- 
'enulated to lead you down the broad roadto 
'destruction. Flatter not yourself that you 
| will escape the hand of justice, and go un 
| punished for your iniquitous deeds 3 Heav. 
en has proclaimed, wisdom sanctioned, jus- 
tice demanded, and experience has coi 
firmed, that the wretch who indulges the 
evil propensities of his nature, shall not go 
unrecompensed for breaking the laws of 
Heaven, and violating principles of justice, 
virtue and righteousness. 

Turn, I beseech you, trom the practice 
of vice, and hear the voice of wisdom. For- 
sake the road to ruin, a road that is strewed 
with thorns and every noxious weed, and 
walk in the paths of wisdom, whose ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all whose 
paths are peace. Here your eyes may be 
gratified in contemplating the most delight- 
ful scenery. Here you may feast on tie 
delicious fruits of righteousness. Here you 
may wear the garments of salvation. Here 
you will not be entangled again with sin’s 
delusive charms. Here joy will gladden, 
peace enrapture, and consciousness of rec- 
titude delicht thee. O, why will you listen 
to the syren voice of error, until it’ trans- 
forms you into beasts? Why will you be 
decoyed by the froward, until you are land- 
ed in the dismal cell of ruin ¢ Pause and 
consider. Remember, “ That treasures of 
wickedness profiteth nothing ; but right 
eousness delivereth from death.” L. 

Woe unto him that buildeth a town with 
blood, and establisheth a city by iniquity. 
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FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE LORD tS GOOD. 

« Sing, O ye heaveas ; for the Lord hath 
done it! Shout, ye lower parts of the 
earth: break forth into singing ye 
mouniains, O forest, and every tree 
thercin: for the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, ond glorified himself in Isra- 
el.” isa. xliv. 23. 

Thus shouted the admiring and astonish- 
ed Isaiah, as he beheld, in prophetic vis- 
jon, the unparalleled goodness of God to- 
wards a rebellious and gainsaying people. 
Tnsiead of seeing the heavens black with 
vengeance, and the earth wrapped in a gen- 
eral conflagration, bursting upon a wicked 
nation ;— instead of seeing a God of fury, 
indignation, and awful wrath, he beheld 
the beams of divine peace, gilding the face 
of creation with gentle rays, and heard a 
voice from heaven, announcing the soul-re- 
viving and animating proclamation,that the 
transgressions of poliuied Israel were blot- 
ted out, his multitude of sins forgiven, and 
his soul redeemed. While he viewed this 
wonderful exhibition of Jenovan’s love, 
immortal rapture fied his soul, while he 
broke forth into extacy, and in strains of 
tuneful melody, cailed upon the heavens, 
the lower parts of the earth, the mountains, 
the forest, aud every tree therein, to break 
forth into rapturous shouting, and singing, 
for the Lord had redeemed Jacod and glo- 
rified himself in tsrecl. 

It is no worder that the prophets of old, 
who knew and felt the forgiving Spirit o/ 
God, whose souls had often been warmed 
with the love of Heaven, should tune their 
harps and touch the highest notes on the 
timbrel,of praise, and sing a song of thanks- 
viving to God, when heaven and earth in- 
dulged the inspjring lay. Itis a truth, 
which ought to be recollected, that earth 
has lent her aid, heaven echoed to the 
sounds, while seraphim and cherubim join- 
ed the grand concert, while angels clapped 
their golden wings, to celebrate the wisdom 
and goodness of the immutable Jechovah.— 
When the pious Psalmist kneeled at the al- 
tar of prayer, to tender the tribute of grati- 
tude due to God, for the blessings with 
which he was distinguishing him, he softly 
touched his mellifiluous harp, and in ac- 
cents of harmony, sang, “ The Lord is 
food to all ,and his tender mercies are o- 
ver all his works.” No wonder that melt- 
ing strains should drop from the lips of the 
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Psalinist of God. No wonder that the hea- 

vens should gently bow—the earth rejoice 

—trees clap their hands—forests break 
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forth into singing, and all nature become 
alive to music, when. the subject of unboun- 
ded and immortal Love becomes the theme 
of myriads of celestial inhabitants, who now 
are shouting, “Glory to God in the high- 
esi—peace and love to man.” 

fo sing the praises of the great 1 AM, to 
recount his menifestations of love, and the 
mony tokens ct bis paternal affection, was 
the peculiar privilege of his holy prophets. 
if we see the prophets of old borne down 
with grief—tossed, by the gales of adversi- 
ty, upon life’s tempestuous ocean, and sink- 
ing beneath oppression and misery, or ex- 
alted by prosperity to places of honor, con- 
fidence, and trust, and enjoying every tem- 
poral and spiritual blessing of a beneficent 
Father, we hear them extolling the benev- 
olence of the Deity. How different is the 
language of those men, who profess to be 
spiritual teachers at thisyage of the world ? 
Instead of proclaiming the goodness of God 
to all men, they confine it to a fez, to suit 
their selfish and contracted views. Instead 
of representing him an all-merciful Father, 
they clothe him in the dreadful garb of al- 
mighty malignity and relentless cruelty.— 
instead of preaching a God of forgivencss, 
they tell you that heaven, earth and iell, 
wil! conspire to render man more misera- 
ble, and will make him a subject of never- 
ending sorrow. Father, forgive them.— 
They preach a doctrine false in theory, 
dreadful in practice, dishonoring to thee, 
and destroying to thy offspring. Thou art 
love, ceaseless and boundless love. The 
firmament declares, all nature attests, and 
thy continued goodness to man confirms it. 
Sing, then, O ye heavens; break forth into 
strains of immortal melody, ye mountains, 
ye forests, ye trees of the wilderness, and 
beasts of a thousand hills; fish of the sea, 
fowls of the air, and all things, for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth, and hath declar- 
ed his love to man. ONEsIMUS, 





Let all remember that the generations of 
men are like the wayes ef the sea—in quick 
succession they follow each other to the 
coast of death—another and another guick 
succeeds, and presses on the shore, and 
ebbs and dies and dies to give place to the 
following wave. ‘Thus are we wafted for- 


ward—now buoyed, perhaps by home, fan- 
ned by the breezes of prosperity; now 
sinking in despair; shivering in the teme 
pest of fortune, or overwhelmed in the bil- 
lows of sorrow. Sometimes, when the least 
expected, the storms gatlicr, the winds arise 
and lite’s frail bubble bursts. 
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A MOTHER’S LAMENT FOR AN INFANT 
DAUGHTER. 


By James Montgomery. 


I lov’d thee daughter of my heart, 
Sarah, I lov’d thee dearly ; 
And though we only met to part,— 
How sweetly ! now severely !— 
Nor life nor death can sever 
My soul from thine forever. 


Thy days, my little one, were fewy 
—An angel’s morning visit, 
That came and vanish’d with the dew 3 
’T was here—'tis gone—where is it ? 
Yet thou didst leave behind thee 
A clue for love to find thee. 


The eye, the Jip, the cheek, the brow, 
The hands stretch’d forth with gladness, 
All life, joy, rapture, beauty, nov, 
Then, dash’d with infant sadness, 
Till brighten’d with transition, 
Return’d the fairy vision. 


Where are they now? those smiles, those 
tears, 
Thy mother’s darling treasure ? 
She sees thee still, and still she hears 
Thy tones of pain, or pleasure, 
To her quick pulse revealing 
Unvtterable feeling. 


Hush’d in a moment, on her breast, 
Life at the well-spring drinkmg, 
Then cradled in her lap to rest, 
In rosy slumbers sinking, 
Thy dreams, no thought can guess 
them ! 
And mine, no tongue express them! 


For then this waking eye could see, 
In many a vain vagary, 
The things that never were to be, 
Imaginations airy 3 
Fond hopes which mothers cherish, 
Like still born babes, to perish. 


Mine perish’d on thy early bier, 
No !—chang’d to forms more glorious, 
They flourish in a higher sphere, 
O’er time and death victorious ; 
Yet would these arms have chain’d 
thee, 
And long from Heaven detain’¢ thee. 


Sarah my last, my youngest love, 
The crown ofevery other, 
Tho’ thou art born again above, 
Lam thine only mother, 
Nor will affection let me 
Believe thou canst forget me. 


ey 


Then, thou in heaven and [ on earth,— 
May this one hope delight us, 
That thou wilt hail my second birth, 
When death shail re-unite us, 
And worlds no more can sever 
Mother and child forever. 





“WHAT IS CHARITY ?” 
Tis not to pause, when at my door 
A shivering brother stands ; 
To ask the cause that made him poor, 
Or why he help demands. 


’Tis not to spurn that brother’s prayer, : 
For faults he once had known: 

Tis not to leave him in despair, 
And say that I have none. 


The voice of CHARITY is kind— 
She thinketh nothing wrong ; 

To every fault she seemeth blind, 
Nor vaunteth with her tongue. 


In penitence she placeth faith— 
Hope smileth at her door ; 

Believeth first-—then softly saith, 
“ Go, Brorurr, sin no more /* 





THE TEAR OF GRATITUDE. 
There is a gem more pearly bright, 
More dear to mercy’s eye, 
Than love’s sweet star, whose mellow light 
First cheers the evening sky ; 
And liquid pearl, that glitters where 
No sorrows can intrude, 
A richer gem than monarch’s wear, 
The tear of gratitude. 


But ne’er shall narrow love of self 
Invite this tribute forth, 

Nor can the sordid slave of pelf 
Appreciate its worth 5 

But ye, who sooth the widow’s wo, 
And give the orphan food, 

For you this liquid pearl shall flow, 
The tear ef gratitude. 


Ye who but slake an infant’s thirst. 
In Heavenly Mercy’s name, 

Or proffer Penury a crust, 
The sweet reward may claim: 

“ Then while you rove life’s sunny banks, 
With sweetest flowrets strew’d, 


| Still may you claim the widow’s thanks, 


The orphan’s gratitude.” 





{> An answer, to a piece entitled The 
Scriptures,” which appeared in Vol. 2. No. 
15, will appear in our next. 
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